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“Anthropocentricity” and “Equality of All Sentient
Beings”: Animal Protection from Ven. Yinshun’s
“Humanistic Buddhism” Point of View

Lin, Chien-te "

ABSTRACT:

Ven. Yinshun’s “Humanistic Buddhism” has repeatedly emphasized on “human-
based” Buddha-Dharma, but does this “human-based Dharma” fall into the human-
centered chauvinism? Is it consistent with the Buddhist maxim “all sentient beings are
equal,” or impedimental to the promotion of animal protection?—these are the main
questions I plan to discuss in this article.

Firstly I interpreted Ven. Yinshun’s emphasis upon human world and human beings in
his ideas of “Humanistic Buddhism.” Secondly | pointed out that there are two ways of
justification for animal protection in Buddhism, one is the theory of Dependent Arising
(pratitya-samutpada) and the other is the doctrine of Buddha Nature (tathagatagarbha) . By
contrast to the ontological assumption of “endowment of animal rights via tathagatagarbha,”
Ven. Yinshun’s “Humanistic Buddhism” lay more stress on the theory of Dependent
Arising, justifying “all sentient beings are equal” from equality of sensitive feeling,
equality of Dharma nature, and equality of the potentiality to achieve Buddhahood. Thirdly,
under the doctrines of “dependent arising and emptiness,” Ven. Yinshun’s “Humanistic
Buddhism” placed importance on “human duty” rather than “animal rights,” suggesting
that in pursuit of the value of human goodness animal protection is compulsory. Lastly, |
argued that Ven. Yinshun’s “Humanistic Buddhism” on animal protection indeed had a
higher goal and concern, including care of suffering, nurture of compassion,
encouragement of spiritual life and even realization of nirvana.
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B TABBH BTIRRENFEFHSE , M T&EL0, B "TEHR, BEE
HUIAERES (B) TAREEE, ) B "EE, M "=, M T-REC, MA, 'R
Bor TER ER , SO "HRA ASK TR, —OHHE "EE R
BZN TER, MNER, RERR "ER, ABRR "L N-—EFRIAX , &EF

"EE, BRERNRE  m "&E, IRARERERIAEENER.

., "EE AARERN LK

BYRBRAABERRR < — , BTRFETER ; MERIL , FAHE1E
RENSE DRABRELVBHRE KHBHM S, FAEXNEFEERERER
SEEAERBVEFNEETA  TEAOWEREX , URARKNZZREFE
BEY ; AL RERANERRA , AZEANRERM , BEALFL , BRESS
WREERE Y. BRIRHBE T HERRR "FE, WER , RAEEEIB[EN
HERAZRHEER R REEBNER BONREARRITHER , &&E
ERBHNER, UTEULEHD R
(— ) SRAVEIR

&) RBHNROEE , #HRAEE "MEFH, EERR TE NER.
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BATEHUEEEEN , BN TEI NI MERSE, IE —ENRE, mHzHz "N\
o, MENEERMZBEE , £, £, K. EZERERSONE , BRlgEE, [iEg
ERENMENE  RAEERYNREBANTE A "THRBAHRRLER , BERAREL
=R HRIEBRE L. TTRBDYMERIEMS , ISP FAEEENE,
ARRBINEENZRE FEAIEENER , HtkHFERS TEF1 W3
FMEM , TREABHBDWRBEHLEN.

BE AN SR EY YR BRI FRIR P, Peter Singer 12 1 " Rzx % E & & Al ( the principle
of equal consideration of interest ), EfF —AEZHER BN MAE —KHFSKRIT

D ERBEZEZFHE (Singer B2zA "HRMERKXZE S (equally capable of

#

experiencing suffering and pleasure )), ERRBRZLE ; EAEENEZTE]Y. %
HET  DRESRLEBRNTA, ©

FEN , #URRDYREEINRE , BER. AHE , ERAETLOAEE
FE, MA—BE TBREE NEARAXRMY , M ERIKMETRE , — 0 Singer FIE |

BNRBERERIZ (interests ), AU ABRF—ENFIEEE, Wt , BHWEHRLIEA

O (BEEBEER) (Y8, p. 46 )
“® Peter Singer, Practical Ethics, Cambridge: Cambridge University, 1993, p. 61.
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— B2 TEEER, (moral agents ), {BAIZ TEEZEE, ( moral patients ), it &
TR, WRELMATRERY TEEREMERNEFTIHR,, FEAENEZER

RREERER, TEESH  ABEBBRBTERE (TRBREEL), FRECSH

MABTRAGNEREITE  BBELARETE. BANEE ("REET.), B6
BEMBIABETRERESHNFEMIRE,

e, BHURENERARORE , T RRECHNE , BEEFEIANTE
URECRENE K MABEREE, BRBZEET , BERHAZABANAE

i)

S

(=) BLOHERSE

HHHEBENERAERE "8 WERHAL B TE ) (maitr1) 2 "B,
P& (karun a) @ TIRE., BFIELMEE. " ARBHHL 8 TEE, BAEEE
Z2— , BERARRMRA  FINERERE, BERE , THEHREBELHBEA
By , AFEMRAREEBET ERLTE , QAEERFBYE  BREAENER

BE  UREBITLENER.

7tk M4 A & Tom Regan, The Case for Animal Rights, Berkeley: University of California, 1985,
pp. 151-156,
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gk, TABGHL MERELEREEE, CESRENERET , R4 ATE

By, & "BE BRVTEREANSMEESE, KNEFRR TEFEEEH., £R

TREL  FRRHER; HEE K FTIPRHEA., —BERZURAEER , AIIKES

RER., “EEN , RERHE (BCR) IR TCHEEREYERE., it "EYE
B, —WHH TAEZE, REFMBEN TREAEK, BRAK, ERESDY. B
#F—U, FRRCUM-ENXRR , ARERAKBRENE TR, ML XFHFBEERR
MEE , EFRR TE,, BRE THE. TEE DER THE, MEAECE
ZOHEREAL , FRAGHEEN , TERELEARBHHEE,

A, A TZESE —NERZ TNiEz0., BiEHAKREE. SHNE
M, ik TEE RA—EET, KBYRBPETRLERE. ERNESEM, 5
BRI KFHENTEMS , Brtas " =RF M (tri-vidhani $ilani ) WEESF , HP—
1BE TERSEEM . ( sattvartha-kriya-sila ), LAEOEZANRZ—IEERE , METFR

ERA, BOEDY ; RitAA "EE, REEELRETCEERE  ERARHBH

CPMEFR TS LA LB AH I INFRY bR e 2 RidigE R Rk
LmepyRowid o 1gaz -1 (REEL)

O R TEEL WEMEEE , RMTRE THEIE . (supererogatory ), MAIR — 1B ERE
ERFENHARRE, " AZEREBR EEAL MTARERRAMBR AEDINEH,
HEEM A K,
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BITHN—R , BREFEFHHLTHER,
(=) RTHEBX
Az "RITEB. BEREARERRA , MERLERER "E 1( the others )
MEELE MAERRTEARENTHESR. FEL  HAURBUNEETA, DR
BRLHEIEER , — BEESL0HAZRFER, 8, BREEBEZ S,
PIMBAARENEEL , ARHANER  CARERBRR , "RAERE
B TEE MALRE "RE,, BRKENWREELD, REZL , BACHKAE
HHA. BE , RRTAFTERNEZNEN , FERMCEER , RAEREEMLETE
EE(MAT)NAR, MATRE-NAR , IHEHENFEBETERAERRZL
=,
FEE L MASEARME TH , EFRREBERETELE, FEL , FHittL
ABERNERHBHRG , BA "5, TEREDHE , BIAGMREIZHE, ML
AHic T=FE.. WA, EHHD  REAREMAEN , 0 "RELH, KREME

Fin: B—HENERELR , AEEFIZEE  NEASBTEMRE , WEERW

YV ER TABHEL NERE , ASENIELMAE (BRERBE) , WE (HHIRMREHK
EBY(Y21,p.95)
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ARETEIZE RERSIECE, F-E2ATEBENEN , ARREX. FERE
MER, MESERIXXERNBBECHMHNEY. ETRANMBREYNEA , UK
ERABREFREAEECSD , MEACIBSE, Mt , CFRRATES , TRATHE
ME, MREATET , BEHBSTH—R , it "HE, XU THAHE ,, ~
Be  BHe "BEL, FTRERZELNERE , EERELENER. 2%
ANRRERE , RISEEER , ALBFZHOEE, BEAR "&KF., "RF NF
RETHR it ##HEBRBEL ERAEESEANER, SREENESR M)
DERFE (E) UREENRIE (B ) WEBTEN,
() RRMER
mERR , ERRHHNROEE, RTEHCHEN BV ERREMES
BME  mMEEEAE, BEIHE, BE  UHEBEESBERENKEKEN, METR, B
K TEIMMRR L 2EBE , TARS "TAEMRR, NIBRE ; BDAEER "BWERL,

TEERATHNAS AREIHT ARESHEL, URALHEANATHE

52

N THB, A () HEY  BERE. (=) NEET, 2REHR. (= )BOBEB , &'
ZhT. (M) ERRE , AEFN. (R ) AREX K MILR,
¥ MEEEEME : Tacir 1 B R REAEM L o o R GEISXED ( X62, no. 1214, p.
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TEVEER L RABER. BRN-R  BERMAERR "BWER., TRE
ATEDEBBEIFENDY , ARERAT ARAS, AEHENRE[NERK
E, TEBYER, N TAERR, mEEREETTY , PRHBIR TABGEL TEN

EEL TH, IRER "BHYEKR. ME TAESER. BN,

A, TEE, B TABRSEL ME  FRAZESRIREANEEERY  ESE
AR LTI EERBERIE. BDARGBREREERR, S, "ABMHH, AHEEN
FREAHEMEN MERGE TEAHBEREESELED , RETHRABRT
BHEH  BERIBFCHETHYRFOULAEERAE MALSREEERX.

it EE R R

AN -1
EDIERETIRE TARIMEL , ST T AL EOESTRBN , BH TAL B

SERE EREI TAEAAE,, BHRER TREFSE, HEEB THER &

844, ¢3-4 )

S HRATE YRR A T AERR (T AERK )MERRNREEE, (BB Animal
Liberation ) #E4& Peter Singer BI&R R : T#+ 4~ 22 g plv B4 dgfac o o BbAh , SEEMNHE
ELER (SR ) REXFERTHOMBEREMUNEE, R Peter Singer & |, [, 2
K#E  (BYHEHR) (&t BREDHE , 1996 F ), H9. 15, 25,
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"ABGHEL BAT , NIRE "TREFE) URREBMRENEIRE —LKRT
AIAVER ; Bt , ANEES ATELD

Bt , MEBMIEAE "ABGHEL ZIRRAR, ABHNBE , Mt "AEH/A,
R, YTEAABRFONDNESR , MEBRNEBENES, BHN , " ABGH
¥, TERABYRE , FEH-ENERKBEBZSE,

HEKESN , BHEK TEE TEMRER . —R&ER , —2MHMR. A
HRGMERE TOREREYE, HARER, "TABGY, EREEE , it TRA

BENNFE. DEMFSL "THRHETRETE,, REK "REFS,, AFEHYR

B=. HEMKERSD  THEMZE BEA "TARRE ME "EE B,
m TEEHRE, IREE "DYWERN., RERERFS. MEMLSHTE , ERE
MESAREEE A MKEERRE  FHLER "BYER.; ER "BE, BBIA
BXEEENER , MAAEFDY. REDY  KHES "ABEK, 9K, ML
IEERT . " ARG N TEEMT, AERER  WUREAENAREREEAR

SEBR , Rikal "TAERB. SR "BHWERN .
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M Mt ERERERCBE, DB T ARRFRITZER, 8 AHEENERIR,

BONRE. RTNWBRARERNER ; TEE "AEH#EL EBREEL , BR

RESREXN B RERE

Bz, MEEmMREZ " ARG, , MEAMEEN "TAEAE,, BHIFE

"REFEF AFHA, RXFz , YOETHYREBE MOLNBLER K TRES

RitAHEEONREZE  ELFERRER. VBMFUARERMESNETEN, £

AE TEDARHE, ; ML A ERNBEMRE , TKT "ABHZL BDYREBH—K
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